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UNCLASSIFIED

HISTORY OF AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON ONE (VW-1)
1 October 1966 through 31 December 1966

A, CHRONOLOGY
I. October,
a. 1 October - Crew 8 was formed.
b. 21 October - The squadron was awarded a COMNAVAIRPAC
Quarterly Aviation Safety Award - Second Quarter.
c. 31 October - The squadron was awarded a CINCPACFLT
Meritorious Service Citation for 1965.

1L, November.,

a, 1 November - Crew NINE was formed.
b, 13 November - Crew NINE flew its first operational Mission.
c., 16-23 Nov - A Search and Rescue mission was flown for

VAP-61 personnel and aircraft. The squadron acted as on-scene commander,

B. BASIC NARRATIVE

I, Command Organization and Relations

a, Commander John D, GIBBS, USN, took command of VW-1 on
15 JUL 1966, On 19 NOV 1966, Commander GIBBS assumed the duties of
CTG 70.3 and Commander Fleet Air Detachment Guam.

b. The squadron homeported at NAS Agana, Guam, Marianas
Islands with a detachment of one officer and approximately fifteen
enlisted men at NAVSTA Sangley Point, Philippine Islands. The squadron,
which is also designated TU 70.3.4, is under the Operational Control
of Commander SEVENTH Fleet and the Administrative Control of Commander

Fleet Aixr, Western Pacific.
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¢. Squadron Missions.

1. Primary mission is Weather Reconnaissance, covering
an area bounded by thé International Dateline west of the Malay
Peninsula, and from the Equator to the North Pole. In this role, the |
squadron works in conjunction with the Fleet Weather Central/Joint
Typhoon Warning Center, Guam. Weather reconnaissance commitments ;
are levied upon the squadron by the Tropical Cyclone Reconnaissance
Center (TCRC),

A

2. Secondary mission is providing Airborme Early Warning
radar coverage to units of the SEVENTH Fleet operating in the Gulf
of Tonkin. In addition of providing low bogey detection, squadron
aircraft provide "MIDDLE-MAN"' (automatic UHF relay), "BELL HOP" (radar ;
relay), airborne intercept control, search and rescue coordination,
and weather observations for the SEVENTH Fleet units,

3. Tertiary mission of the squadron is providing pilot/
crew training for C-121 aircraft uéers in the Pacific.1 (Besides VW-1)
This is primarily for VQ-1, stationed at NAS Atsugi, Japan.

4, The squadron had weather reconnaissance and communication
liaison commitments in support of the Gemini and Apollo programs in
the Western Pacific.

d. Command Composition.

1. Seven WC-121N, two EC-121K, and one C-121 type aircraft
have been assigned to VW-1. One of these aircraft is normally in a
pool status at Lockheed Air Service, Kennedy International Airport,
New York, for progressive maintenance, Because of this pool aircraft,

2
the squadron has essentially operated NINE aircraft during 1966.
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2, In addition to the Operations, Administration,
Maintenance, and the TACAMO Component, the squadron has a very extensive
Training Department to meet the requirements of its training mission.

3. As of 31 December 1966, the squadron had 92 officers
and 431 enlisted men onboard, Of these, there were 209 enlisted crew
members, 16 enlisted non-crew members and 88 officer crew members.

e, There were no activations, deactivations or redesignations

of units within the organization during the period covered by this
report.

II. Operations or Activities.

a. Airborne Early Warning.

l. During the last quarter of 1966, tne squadron continued
to maintain a detachment at the Naval Station Sangley Point, Philippine
Islands. TWO crews operated from this base providing combat support
radar coverage for the SEVENTH Fleet, This coverage was provided
nightly throughout the year., The coverage consisted of Airborme Early
Warning between the hours of 2300H and 0600H, The crews were rotated
back to Guam approximately every fourteen days., While at Sangley Point, &
a crew flew every other night. Departure time was 1830H with arrival
on station at 2300H, An East-West barrier was established at approximately
20 degrees North Latitude between the coast of Vietnam and Hainan
Island, TFrom this position, the squadron aircraft were able to provide
radar surveillance for the SEVENTH Fleet. At 0600H, the aircraft departed

station, arriving at Sangley Pt. at 1030H.
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b. Weather Reconnaissance.

1. Aerial weather recommaissance is defined as the
collection of meteorological data by airborne personnel and equipment.
The type and content of data obtained is simply an extension of the
regular surface weather observation network. Major differences are:

(1) reconnaissance missions are usually flown in extremely romote
areas, (2) the specialized aircraft used, and (3) a moving instrument
platform (aircraft) employed. The reconnaissance aircraft becomes
a flying weather office capable of obtaining meteorological data over
a wide geographic area, analyzing all such data, precisely locating or
predicting the location of any weather phenomena and pressure systems,
"and transmitting both routine and emergency type weather communications.
The squadron's weather flights usually last 12-16 hours during
which the aircraft obtains two fixes, 09002 and 1500Z. The first fix
is normally made during a low level penetration at an altitude of 1500
feet or below. After the fix, the aircraft climbs in the eye of the
storm to the SEVEN HUNDRED millibar level making an ascent sounding during
the climb. For the next six hours the aircraft circumnavigates the storm,
in a box or triangular pattern, determining wind velocity and direction
and making dropsonde observations thereby attaining valuable data
concerning the storms intensity and potential growth, The second
fix is usually made at the SEVEN HUNDRED millibar level with the use of
radar.
A great deal of cooperation is necessary between the meteorologist,
CIC operétors, navigators, and pilot in order to make accurate fixes

and obtain all the data necessary for good reconnaissance.
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ITI, Special Topics.

A, Operational Statistics.

1. Airborne Early Warning. In 1966, VW-1 flew 12,961.3

hours of which 3,394.3 hours were in the last quarter,

a., Special operations in the Gulf of Tonkin accounted |
for 5,226.2 hours of the yearly total. These hours were accumulated 4
on 359 separate flights. The squadron made 98.4% of its commitments,
missing only 16 flights. Most of the '"busts' were caused by the
aircraft being called off station by the SEVENTH Fleet in order to fly
weather reconnaissance, the squadron's primary mission.3

b. In the last quarter, 1315.6 AEW hours were flown.
These hours represent 90 missions during which only two "busts' occurred,

giving the squadron a 97.8% record.

2. Weather Reconnaissance.

a. Providing weather information to Fleet Weather
Central accounted for 2,504.1 squadron fligﬁt hours during the year,
Squadron aircraft flew reconnaissance on 28 named storms and made
275 fixes, During the year, seven fix requirements were missed, due to
mechanical failure, producing a record of 94.5%. Along with the storm
requirements, the squadron flew 159 synoptic tracks (meteorological
data gathering flights).

b, The last quarter of 1966 accounted for 632.7 of
the yearly weather reconnaissance hours, These hours were accumulated
while flying requirements on six named storms, making 62 fixes. During

this time, the squadron flew 35 synoptic flights,

:
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3. Training.
a. In 1966, pilot training accounted for 1190.4 hours.
Nineteen pilots were upgraded to Aircraft Commander, 18 made Secon&
Pilot, and 17 qualified as Third Pilot. Also, 40 CIC officers were
upgraded, and 24 navigators received new designations. At the same
time, 25 weathermen were upgraded} 9 flight meteorologists were designated,
4 first aerographers and 12 second aercgraphers received new designations.
b, During the last quarter, five aircraff commanders
were upgraded, while 6 second-piiots were designated and 6 third-pilots
qualified., Twenty-two CIC officers were upgraded and 13 navigators
were designated. At the same time, 9 weathermen received new designations:
2 flight meteorologists, 2 first aerographers and 5 second aerographers.
4, TACAMO, TACAMC's flight hours are included in the total
squadron hours,

5. Miscellanceous.

During the year, 206.8 hours were flown on test
flights, and 121.6 hours were accumulated during transport flights
with 292.5 hours being accounted for during transpac flights (primarily
between Guam and the Philippines). TFerry flights to New York for overhaul
contributed 704.2 hcours; search and rescue missions ammounted to 197.1
hours,
B. Material

1. During the last quarter, the squadron experienced no

wajor maintenance problems.
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2. The squadron has been allotted the APN-159,
radar altimeter, APN-153, and the ASN-41, Doppler navigation gear.
None of these systems have proven operational, because, although the
squadron had most of the components, it lacked the test benches, The
situation should improve as the APN-159 and APN-153 test benches
have arrived recently.

3. The engineering performance has been entirely satisfactory
during this period;

C. Major Conversions and Modifications. There have

been no major conversions or modifications during the reporting period.

D. Port and Base Developments. No major port or base

developments have occurred during the last quarter.

E. Development in Command and Conftrol Systems, No development

of command and control systems has occured during the last quarter,

F, Developments in Tactics or Doctrine. During the last

quarter, the squadron has developed no tactics or doctrine.

G., A Summary of Major Intelligence Collected. No major intelligence

was collected by the squadron.

H, Communications.

1. The volume of message traffic in the squadron in the
last quarter represents a total of 4,564 transmissions. Of these,
3,963 were incoming messages and 561 were outgoing. This represents
an average 48 per day, 42 incoming and 6 outgoing.

2, In the communication area, the squadron has experienced
no major difficulties.

UNCLASSIFIED
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I. (U)Supply and Logistics. The primary supply difficulities

are those normally experienced by overseas activities.

J. Major Policy and Planning Developments.

1. In early October 1966, the Commanding Officer made the
determination that the squadron was capable of doubling the AEW
coverage to the SEVENTH Fleet in the Gulf of Tonkin. This would
commence 1 JAN 1967 and continue at least until the 1967 typhoon season
started, about 1 JUN, It was felt that this could be accomplished with
the present squadron resources in aircraft and men, even though the
squadron was still manned for only six C-121 type aircraft.

While it was hoped that the squadron could stage from Danang,
thereby decreasing the Sangley Pt. - Gulf of Tonkin tramsit time from
4% hours to 1 hour, the double coverage could be provided by maintaining
four aircraft at Sangley Point. The Commander SEVENTH Fleet was very
receptive to the idea of increased coverage and on 3 October requested
the coverage as soon as possible,

By mid-November, it became apparent that base loading problems
would prevent the squadron from utilizing Danang. About this same time,
the 10,000 ft. concrete runway at Chu Lai, 60 miles south of Danang,
was completed. On 1 December, the Commanding Officer sent an aircraft
to Chu Lal to explore the possibilities of staging from there, Reports
brought back indicated that from an operational standpoint, this would
be an excellent base for the following reasons:

a. The 10,000 ft. runway, with clear approaches and 1,000 ft.
overruns at each end, would allow much safer operations than the 8,000 ft,
runway at Sangley which had no overruns and a sea wall at both ends of !

the runway.
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b, Chu Lai was only 1% hours from our on-station
position in the Gulf of Tonkin compared to 4% hours from Sangley Pt.
One aircraft could provide 12 hours coverage each night with only 2%
hours transit time involved in contrast to two aircraft and 18 hours
transit time necessary when operating from Sangley Point. It would
require 14% flight hours from Chu Lai compared to 30 flight hours
from Sangley to provide the same 12 hour on-station coverage,

Aircraft parts and berthing space for personnel were considered
the two biggest problems but neither were insurmountable, Therefore,
on 6 December the Commanding Officer requested permission to commence
operations from Chu Lai as soon as possible, On 27 December, CINCPAC
authorized operations from Chu Lai. These operations commenced on
18 January 1967 and will be covered in subsequent reports.

2. Early in 1966, tests were begun on a Pacific Typhoon
Reconnaissance Network, utilizing four frequencies in the low frequency
range, Five sets of tests were conducted throughout the year, This
network provides for direct communications between weather reconnaissance
aircraft in the Western Pacific and the Joint Typhoon Warning Center,
Guam, thus bypassing the intermediate communication stations, such as

5
Clark and Andersen Airways.

The results of these tests have been compiled. A recommendation
that this network be activated was presented to the Pacific Typhoon
Conference in JAN 1967.

K. Casualties. There were no casualties to men or equipment

during the period covered by this report.

e
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L, Personnel,

1. The squadron went through a great change in its
personnel structure in 1966. The BUPERS allowance for enlisted personnel
was 594 as of 31 December 1966. With only 431 men onboard, it is
obv%ous that the squadron is undermanned. It must be noted that
this allowance includes a 210 man Southeast Asia augmentation force.
On the other hand the BUPERS allowance for officers was 75 with 92 ;
onboard, In this case, the squadron received the SEA officers
augmentation before the allowance was established by BUPERS,

2., Squadron morale was high as evidenced by the re-
enlistment rates for the year. Even though the workload was very
heavy, due to the increased commitments and lack of adequate flight :
and ground personnel, 67% of the men up for their first reenlistment |
shipped over and 96% of career type personnel shipped over. This
compares to 14% and 80% for AIRPAC,

M, Medical and Dental Activities.

1. The squadron flight surgeon deployed periodically
to Sangley Point in addition to his regular duties on Guam. He conducted
lectures regularly for all personnel on topics ranging from first aid
in the aircraft to health problems in forward areaé.

2, The squadron's dental problems are handled by the NAS
Agana Dental staff., There were no significant activities pergaining
to the squadron.

N. Activities of the Chaplain. No Chaplain is assigned to

the squadron. The NAS Chaplains conduct moral guidance lectures regularly
and have been helpful by informing personnel of family deaths, sickness,

ctec.

UNCLASSIFIED
10 Enclosure (1)



UNCLASSIFIED

0. Community Relations and Civic Action.

1. In conjunction with the Catholic Chaplain, the Enlisted
Recreation Council distributed Christmas presents to underpriviledged
children on the island.

2. The squadron has adopted a foster child, Lee Soon
Bum of Korea, and contributes at least $15.00 a month for his support
through the "Foster Parents Plan',

P. Agreements. There have been no agreements teached with

other agencies or foreign representatives, although negotiations were
completed for a new deloyment base at Chu Lai, Vietnam.

Q. Special Training. There weas no special training as

outlined in reference (a).

R. Research and Development Projects. There were no research

development projects other than those discussed under major policy

and planning developments,

S. Disaster Relief, Rescue and Humanitarian Activities,.

1., During the period, 16 NOV - 23 NOV, the squadron flew
around the clock and acted as the ''On Scene Commander" for a search and
rescue operation for VAP-61 personnel lost in an A3B flight from Cubi
Point, Philippine Islands, to Agana, Guam. The aircraft went down
approximately 60 miles west of Guam about 2136 on 15 NOV 66. It was at
this position that the navigator, LTJG R. SLOVACEK, was rescued by the
NAS helicopter. The pilot, CDR W. GRADY and the civilian technical
representative aboard, Mr P, KLEIN, were lost. The search area was
extended westward approximately 200 miles from the last report position

of the aircraft and 100 miles to the south.

UNCLASSIFIED
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T. Awards,

1. The COMNAVAIRPAC Quarterly Aviation Safety Award for
the first and second quarters of 1966 were received om 17 JUN and 21 OCT
1966 respectively.

2. Thirty nine officers and men received Air Medals. An
additional forty-eight squadron personnel became eligible as of
31 DEC. Because of the squadron's continued commitments with the SEVENTH
Fleet, many more men will become eligible for Air Medals in the near
future. All squadron personnel have been authorized the National
Defense Medal and all qualified flight crew members tle Vietnam Service
Medal and Vietnam Campaign Medal,

3. On 31 OCT, the squadron received a citation from
CINCPACFLT, for "meritorious service in support of operations in
Vietnam" and the Pacific Command Typhoon Warning Service Award during
the period 1 JAN 65 to 31 DEC 65.,"

U, Oceanographic or Port Surveys. During this reporting

period, there have been no oceanographic or port surveys conducted by

the squadron.

V. Notable Records or Firsts.

1. During the month of NOV, the squadron flew a total
of 1293.9 hours surpassing the previous monthly record of 1,053 hours
set in April, 1965.

2. As of 31 DEC, the squadron had flown 108,068,3
accident free hours since commissioning in 1952. Although no records
are kept by the Naval Aviation Safety Center in Norfolk, Virginia, it

is believed that this is a record for operational squadrons in the Pacific

Fleet.

UNCLASSIFIED
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FOOTNOTES:

1See appendices I-A and XII-A

2See appendices II-B

3See appendices VIII, A, 1 and VIII, A, 2
4See appendix VIII, B, 1

5See appendices VII, A-F
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14 : Enclosure (1)



UNCLASSITIED

E. 1Index to Appendices.

I.

IT,

IIT,

1966

Iv.

Photographs.

A

B-

C.

Training Photograph
VW-1 Aircraft

100,000 Accident Free Hour Ceremony

Operational Report.

A,

B.

Aircraft Commander Report (Sample)

Aircraft Assigned

Cruise Book. This command did not publish a cruise book in

Major Operations Orders. There were no major operations orders,

plans or staff studies printed by the squadron during the reporting

period.

V.

VI.

VII,.

Technical Reports.,

A,

Pacific Typhoon Warning Net

Muster Roll and Officer Roster.

Al

Bo

Muster Roll

Officer Roster

Award Citations and Congratulatory messages.

A,

Naval Weather Service Award for 1965

CTF 77 Commendation Message

COMNAVAIRPAC Quarterly Aviation Safety Award - FIRST Quarter
COMNAVAIRPAC Quarterly Aviation Safety Awaxrd - SECOND Quarter
CINCPACFLT Citation for Meretorilous Service

Air Medal Citation, temporary - (sample)
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VIII.

X1I,

Summaries and Reports.

A,

Public Orientation Booklet.

Operations.

1. Operations Summary - 1966
2. Flights and Flight Hours
Weather Reconnaissance.

1. Weather Reconnaissance Summary - 1966

Squadron Newspaper - DEC 1966

Background Data.

Newspaper Articles,

A,

B.

Training

Watchdogs of WESTPAC

16
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